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New CA Health Laws 

   New 2018 California Food Legislation  
In October, Governor Brown signed 859 out of 977 bills passed by California’s congress during its regular 

session.  In this issue of ‘Policy At A Glance,’ we will provide a roundup of five  
notable state nutrition related bills going into effect in 2018.   

According to the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), a food insecure household cannot obtain enough food to 
meet the needs of all their family members due to lack of money 
or other resources for food.1 Although California produces nearly 
half the nation’s fruits and vegetables, one in eight adults and 
one in four children face food insecurity in California.2   
 
Below is a summary of new legislation that address food security 
and nutrition in California, listed in numerical order by 
Assembly Bill (AB) or Senate Bill (SB).  The effective date is 
January 1, 2018 unless otherwise noted.  
 

AB 323 – CalFresh: Emergency Food Provider 
Referrals 
 
CalFresh is California’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), formerly known as food stamps.  This program is fully funded 
by the federal government for eligible families to receive a monthly 
allowance that can only be spent on food (in the form of an ATM like 
Electronic Benefit Transfer or EBT card).  The average monthly 
CalFresh benefit is $147 per person or $4.9 per person per day.3    
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Current law requires county human services to 
compile and regularly update a printed list of 
emergency or supplemental food providers in the 
area.  AB 323, known as the County Human 
Services Information and Referral Modernization 
Act of 2017, allows county agencies to refer 
CalFresh recipients to the local 2-1-1 service 
instead.  The 2-1-1 service is a free phone number 
that connects individuals with existing resources 
in the community such as shelter, food, health 
care, job training, transportation, childcare, senior 
care, and others.  It is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, and in 150 languages.  
 
AB 841 – Pupil Nutrition: Food 
and Beverages: Advertising: 
Corporate Incentive Programs  
 
Current California law limits the type of foods and 
beverages sold to students.  For example, from 
midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the 
official school day, the only snacks that can be sold 
to students are “fruit, vegetable, dairy, protein, or 
whole grain rich food items; foods with a fruit, 
vegetable, dairy, protein, or whole grain items as 
its first ingredient; or combination foods 
containing at least one-quarter cup of fruit or 
vegetable.”4 
 
AB 841 prohibits public schools that participate 
in National School Lunch or Breakfast Program 
from advertising food or beverages that do not 
meet nutritional standards set by law and from 
participating in corporate student incentive 
programs (including Box Top programs) 
involving non-compliant food and beverages.   
 
AB 1219 – Food Donations 
 
According to the USDA, 30 to 40 percent of food in 
the United States is sent to the landfill.5 And food 

2

manufacturers, retailers, and restaurants cite fear 
of liability as a barrier to their donation of surplus 
food.  AB 1219, known as the California Good 
Samaritan Food Donation Act, seeks to reduce 
food waste and address food insecurity by 
offering legal immunity to food donors. 
 
Most notably, AB 1219: 
 

• Expands immunity from civil and criminal 
liabilities to food donors who give directly 
to end users/individuals 

• Extends protections to the donations of 
past date food if the donor makes a good 
faith evaluation that the food to be 
donated is “wholesome” 
  

SB 138 – School Meal Programs: 
Free and Reduced-Price Meals: 
Universal Meal Service 
 
In California, 60 percent of children are on Medi-
Cal while only 24 percent are on CalFresh.6  In a 
pilot study looking at 14 California school districts, 
direct certification through Medi-Cal enrolled 
60,000 more children in the free and reduced-price 
meal program than certification through CalFresh 
or CalWORKs alone.      
 
SB 138 allows school districts to directly certify 
children for free and reduced-price school meals 
based on Medi-Cal participation data.  Direct 
certification is expected to eliminate barriers 
associated with the application process and 
expand access to school meals for more eligible 
students.  SB 138 also requires school districts to 
provide free breakfast and lunch to all students 
who attend  “very high poverty schools” by 
September 1, 2018. 
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SB 282 – CalFresh and CalWORKs 
 
California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) 
is California’s version of the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) program, better known as welfare.  CalWORKs 
provides up to 4 years of financial assistance and services to eligible 
households with children.  Together with CalFresh, CalWORKs 
addresses food insecurity and the nutrition needs of people at or near 
the poverty level.   
 
Over 508,000 families rely on CalWORKs and receive an average of 
$505 per household per month.7 CalWORKs offers “Welfare-to-Work” 
in addition to cash assistance to help parents of children become 
employed.  SB 282, the Reducing Hunger Among Vulnerable 
Californians Act of 2017, expands eligibility for this program so 
noncustodial parents of children receiving CalWORKs can also 
access employment services. 
 
SB 282 also requires the Department of Social Services to help more 
counties participate in the Restaurant Meals Programs (RMP). 
CalFresh limits beneficiaries to purchase only non-prepared food 
items.  RMP allows homeless, disabled, and elderly individuals unable 
to prepare foods on their own to use their CalFresh benefits to 
purchase hot food from participating restaurants.  San Bernardino and 
Riverside counties do not currently participate in the RMP.   
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